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 Madame Blavatsky settled in London in 1887, where she concluded the writing of her magnum 
opus, The Secret Doctrine, published in 1888. The brothers Archibald and Bertram Keightley 
were pivotal in the editorial preparations for that epoch-making book.  

 
     G. R. S. Mead was personal secretary to HPB and a scholar in his own right. His writings 
focused on Platonism, Neo-Platonism, the Ancient Mysteries and, above all, Gnosticism. Both 
Bertram Keightley and G.R.S. Mead were closely associated to HPB.  

 
     We include below two book reviews. Bertram Keightley reviews C. W. Leadbeater’s book The 
Astral Plane and G.R.S. Mead reviews CWL’s The Devachanic Plane. Both were published in 
Lucifer, the journal founded by HPB in London in 1887: Bertrand Keightley’s review of The 
Astral Plane was published in the May 1895 issue and G.R.S. Mead’s review of The Devachanic 
Plane appeared in the November 1896 issue of the same journal. 

 
    The value of these two reviews lies in the fact that each writer assessed CWL’s books on their 
own merits, free from the bias of the ‘received tradition’ about him, and of the so-called ‘Neo-
Theosophy’ ideology, created by ‘Blavatskyan’ fundamentalists in the early part of the twentieth-
century, which insisted – and still insists – that books by Annie Besant and C. W. Leadbeater are 
not Theosophy. 

 
   Both reviewers sincerely welcomed CWL’s contribution to the investigation of subtler planes of 
existence and commended his efforts that enriched the wide horizon of Theosophical research, 
which cannot be limited by any book, by any author or by any formulation of its core principles. 
As HPB wisely said, ‘Orthodoxy in Theosophy is a thing neither possible nor desirable.’ 
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