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Adyar, Madras, India,
April 25%h, 1913.
My dear Fritz,

. Ag to legsl matters, there is not m uch
to report. The appeal has been filed, but it will be
gsome time yet before we can say any more about it. ¥
Justice Baskewell seemg to have blundered very cnriously--’\ o
8o curiously that a streng suspicion is growing up that
gsome unusual influence has heen brought to bear updn him.
You probably know that that does happen sometires here
in India. .There are ocoasions on which the Government
interferes to & certain extent in whet would otherwise
pe the courge of justive, in order to avoid gi
offence to the orthodox community at moments when relations
are strained, It has been suggested that this may
posaibly be such an ocecasion, because of the secret
unrest which came to the surface in the attempt not
long ago to asgassinate the Vieeroy. The theory is
that perhaps the extremis t party (whom we kmow to be
at the baek of this villainous father) may be pepreseni-
ing the case as a diabolieally clever effort to take
away Brahman boys, give them an Xnglish education, snd
+ en send one of them back to pose as the Christ and
thereby lead into Chriptianity & number of orthodox
Hindus, I am loth to helieve that there can bg any-
thing in this; but I mention it to you now because if
there is trutk in it, I shall probably have %o pledge
myeelf not to say anything about it later |  When the
appenl comes on, we shall know for certain whether this
is so or not. Our cage is sc sbsclutely clear that
we muet win unlese there is some undue influence.

If we find that there is, we shall appeal to the Privy
Couneil, where Brahman influence does not count; and
in any case, you may be quite certain that under no
eircumstences whatever will the boys be given back to
the fefther. With very much love,
I am ever,
Yours affectionately,
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in drawing up the decree
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