Advar .  Madras. . S FIndis,
Hovember 12th, 1912,

Hydear Fritz,

Many thanks for your kind letters; I am very giad
to be kept as closely as possible in touch with the work in America.
I quite agree with what you ssy about ritual inﬁhe Society, although
I wae myself a ritualist of quite extreme type when a priest--and
indeed for many years before thsat. Ihave not the slightest objeat-
ion to ritusl, and even enjoy it when it is really well done and
when one can feel that it has a reality behind it. I know that
many people have a strong objeection to it, chiefly because they
think that to concentrate one's thought uvon the outer draws it away
from the inner and makes the reality behind less vivid. It is
wealily a matter of temperament, and this Temple of the Rosy Cross
Waéﬁounded by Mrs. Bessnt in order to meet the requirements of the
people to whom ceremonial is the easiest method of expreission, ik
have not a word to say against it in any way, but I think we must
be careful that it is not put forwsrd as something esoteric in which
additional knowledge will be given, and we must see that peonle o
not get the idea that it is necessary for them to join it in order
to demonstrate loyalty. Thet idea was to some extent afloat in
England--that not to follow Mrs. Besant when she founded this new
organisation was to hang back to some extent, and thereby to lose
an opportunity. Vhat I said in my answer to the question on the
subject is no more than Mrs. Besant has herself said on several
occesions,and it must not in the lesst he taken to mean that we
differ with regard to its value. I kedostrongly believe§ in the
necessity for whole-hearted devotion to the work of the Theosophical
Society, and--for those who are attracted to it--that of the Order
of the Star in the East. But I rather feel myself that those
two lines of activity ought to be enough for most people. I myself
have never even joined Co-Masonry--not in the least that I have any
sort of objection to it, but because it means great expense and
additional meetings, for which I havé no time.

I note that you are going to change the name of
The Messenger; of course the new one is undoubtedly more explieit,
but on the other hand I cannot help feeling a little regret at
losing the 0ld one which we have known so long. You know that
Rogers started a megazine called The American Theosophist; but I
believe it is now defunct. Perhaps there is something a little local
about the title, while The Theosophic Messenger was world-wide. As
you say.it makes a break with the old tradition; yet some of those
traditions were very noble ones, although of course I know that some
others were very much the reverse.

You certainly seem to be giving your people a wonder-
ful list &f lectures; does anybody really attend them all® You
yourself are evidently bearing a large part in the work; take care
that they do not overwork you. The list is on the whole most for-
midable, but it ought to do the students a great deal of good if they
survive it.

I do not know that the caul with which some children
are born has any special significance, though of course I know that
in popular superstition it is supposed to imply the possession of
glairvoyant faculties. It is really nothing but a portion of the
sac in which the baby body has ‘been contained; in most cases this
sac is entirely broken up, but it occasionally happens that the part
which has surrounded the head still elings to i* “hen it is a
Eeur; But I do not see that this accidental su... e can well be
a eign of any interior faculty,

¥rom what you say of Miss Berenice Banning it is
quite evident that she must have been closely associated with some
of us in the past, and probably especially with you and your sister:
but it is quite certain that she is not Philippa. There are of
course very many missing characters still in the lives--probably
hundreds of them. You understand that in looking up,we have so far
confined ourselves to the families of a very few.principal people,
e begen with Alcyone and his immedisate blood-relations; then when
any of Those who are now Masters came in,or Colonel Clcott or Madame
Blavatsky or Mrs. Besant occurred as a character, we usually put s
down their family. That left us with a good many gaps--many people
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remaining unmarried, for exemple--which means of course that we did
not recognise the husbands or wives. In Sicily we spread the net

a little wider, and included a fresh group of people, and in that way
we found ourselves able to complete a good many families which were
previously fragmentary. Now if you could see the charts (I shall
have much pleasure in showing them to you when you come) you will
find that most of the gaps have been filled and that the families
are comfortably rounded off. I take that to mean--not in the least
that no more of the Wheosophical members are discoverable--but that
we have got the whole or almost the whole of one particular group,
and that if we expand our lists now we shall have to do it either by
takéng earlier and later generations, and so make our charts much
more cumbersome, or by inceluding friends and neighbours as well as
blood-relations. Now of course friends and neighbours often have
more influence over one's life than one's own r&ations have; that
has certainly been my case, in this present life. S0 I think we
must not in the least imagine that people who have not yet been dis-
covered have been of less importance or had less influence than those
whom we have noticed. But the fact remains that we have traced
certain people, and have not yet traced some others whom one would
expect to find at least as prominently.

We are of course very ready to welcome Miss Banning as an in-
visible helper; but, as you say, there is really no need to npake
any special application with regard to that, for anyone who wishes
to help can easily form for himself a circle of clients; the field
is wide enough for all--for thousands more than have yet offered
themselves, at any rate.

The Chambers caese is an ingteresting one; and I should certainly
advise the young man to experiment with regard to this alleged Atlant-
ean inwvention. I have myself no knowledge on that particulsr point;
such things as are described were in use in Atlantis, but it has never
come in my way to see exactly the process of their manufacture. We,
who have accuired our clairvoyant faculties inp particular way and under
certain promises, are of course limited in the practicel application
that we may make of them; but if any one remembers for himself anything
that he knew in Atlantean times, or if anyone on the astral plane is
prepared to give information ac to Atlantean science, there is no
reason whatever why the fullest advantage should not be taken of what-
ever opportunity i& offered. From what you say of this particular
invention, it would seem that it ought not to be very difficult to
test it, at least in a small way. Bo you know whether that has been
dene? »

Was the person whom Douglas Pettit married the Miss Forde of
whom you have previously written? I am afraid that the poor fellow
is distinetly a danger, for he appears to be suffering under delusions.
You may remember that when Mr, Fullerton endeavoured to induce him to
geuse me of a certain kind of misconduct he very indignantly denied
the whole thing--and indeed the father also said in a letter at the
time that he even had to explain to Douglas what the accussetion meant.
't one time that letter of the father's was out here, but he asked
that it should be returned to him, which was duly done. When Douglas
came under Mrs. Tingley's hypnotiec influence, I understand that she
made him confess to this very thing which he had so strongly denied
before, and made him exeuute some sort of affif- the subjeet.
Sinée Then ne has admitted (I understand) - Land W War—
rington that he did not know what he was saying ww... .n the presence
of Mrs. Tingley, and that he does not now remember anything about it!
Meantime, he and his father have gonemoff into Christian Science,
having done to the Theosophical Society all the harm that they cen.

With regard to this prosecution against Mrs. Besamt, you need
not have the slightest anxiety. Mr. Warrington, as General Secretary,
will of course be kept advised of everything that happenms. The attack
is fundamentally spiteful but quite ludicrous. No sane judge could
have a moment's doubt as to the decision that ought to be given; but
in the meantime it seems quite probable that the court will throw out
the case on the ples that it has no jurisdiction. If that happens I
faacy that the President as Alcyone's guardian will feel it incumbent
upon her to take further steps to clear his name, We are not worry-
ing about the matter in the least; indeed I think that the President
rather enjoys it as giving her an opportunity for exercising once more
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the splendid fighting qualities which she showed forth so promin-
ently in her free-thought days.

I am sorry from one point of view that the onerous dutles
which you are performing in Americe prevent you from coming to
Adyar as you ha&g.lntended But on the other hand I quite recog-
nise that this is & case Where your country needs you, and you
cannot choose but obey the call.

With very mach love I am ever

Yours most affectionately,

P. S.=—1 find another enclosure of yours, from, I think, an earlier letter,
to which I have not yet referred. Certainly a picture may have an aura, &
g I have no doubt that your young lady friend,who saw something of that nature
" - round one of the Alcyone calendars,was visualising a real objective phenomen-
on. It may of course been partly due to thoughts: of love previously direci-
ed at that picture; but that does not affect the fact that she saw what was
really there. Herd experience of being out of her body and seeing a certain
smokiness in the room,through which the. lights shone dimly,is also quite na-
tural,though not quite proper. I mean that if she were fully away in her
astral body she would not see that effect. _K certain amount of etheric mai-
ter must have been drawn out along with the astral in order to cause the con~
ditions which she describes. The beautiful star that she saw ail the same
time is almost, certainly a thought—fcrm---p0531bly made by one of those pre-
sent, but perhaps more probably made by some more advanced person whose at-
tention had been attracted. She was quite right o endeavour to return to
her body, and she ought if possible either to be definitely in it or defini-
tely out of ite---not half-way beiween the two. One cannot say whose was the
face that she seems to have seen ai her masonie initiation. It was clearly
not the face of a Master, because she speaks of it as having a sad expression;
but, it may very well have been that of some other Oriental student.

I do not know whether you remeber Bhikkhu Ananda Metieya, the white
monk at Rangoon. He has been very ill Jately, and needs a change of clima~
te. It seems that he has a sister(living with her husband) in the neighbour-
hood of Los Angeles, and he thinks of paying her a visit next spring., If he
is able to arrange it,it might be very nice if you could manage to call upon
him and show him friendliness im any way that suggests itself.

In one of your letters you mentioned a Mr. W. Y. Evans Wentz, who wrote
well about fa¥Pies. Do you know of any book of his on the subject ? If
s0, I should like to know the name of it, as we ought to have it in the Adyar
Library, Where does he live ?

M0
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