Adyar, Madras, India, April 10, 19213,
¥y dear rFritz,

Our case is over &t last, and we are all delightad to
rry of it, I went up myself on Tueeday and “ednesday
¢f this week---the first day to give my own evidence, and the second to
hear the President’s closing speech, which was both masterly and magnificert
She dealt first with various legal points, Omn the great quesiidn of
Jurisddction she made a most tactful little speech, saying that as the
Judge had been s¢ kind in listening patiently ftc her and had given so many
days of the publiec tire, she did not feel that it would be seemly for her
to argue that he had been wrong in doing so---which mesns that in order to
ohtain & decision upon the other points, she decides not to press this for
the present, though reserving her right to appeal upon it in case the
decision on the others should bhe against her, Then she plunged into the
question 88 to whether asccroding to Hindu law a Father can ever by any
doeument alienzte his naturel rights, Her =rguments seemed to me coneclu-
sive, and she collected & greeat nmumber of cases in suppor? of them; but
I have not heard the other side, She then took up the evidence eand tald
the whole stroy as it appears to her, unravelling one by one the threads
0f the great skein of falsehood which the plaintiff's malignenes had
constructed, This wag done with wonderful cleverness:; for she had the
whole matter at her fingers' ends, My enly doubt was whether the Judge's
mind was quick emough to follow her through £l1 the intriecacies, He
was, however, very kindly and helpful to her; and went ouf of his way to
put to her some points which she cught to answer. He specially gave her
an opportunity to speak about me, and she took advantage 0f it %o deliver
a2 most eulogistie little speech intended to undo the effect of her X, S,
pronouncement in 1906, Then she wound up with an eloguent apreal %o the
Justice of “ngland to save her ward from the stigma cast upon him by the
wickedness of an wmnatural father, This wasg in her best style and
produced apl tremendous effect upon the erowded audience in the Court,
| - Thet closed Wednesday's proeeedings, &nd on Thursday
The counsel for the plaintiff made hies final speech, a2bout which there is
nothing special to report., I suppose we shall heve the Judge's deecision
in & day or two, There ean, 1 think, be no doubt that it will be
wholly in our favonur with regaréd tc the queetions of faet, which are all
that we care sbout, Ais to the legal points, involved, I eannot venture
to offer a&an ovinion: but we really care very little what he thinks about
those, since the Court has obviously no power T enIoree 1Ts aegrees.
Fhet we are anxious to have is a definite juvddddal proncuncement thet |
there is obviously no foundation for the atrocious slanders of the plainti~
' In my own evidence 1 had an cppertunity not only of
denying these recent falsehoods but also of clearing up some part of the
unvleasant matter of 1906, The report of that London Advisory Board’
wae oast aside as obviously valueless, though the oppesing counsel asked
me two or three guestions 2bout it, which I answered very plainly. The
forged cipher RBetter was put into the hands of ohw opponente by the
President; but they were afraid produce it in Court, so I did not get
an opportunity of metually repudiating it. The gener:l impression seems
to be that this evidence hap cleared up metters a good deal and put a
mach betiter complexion on them, ,
Every day The Hindu newspaper has tystematically - -
falsified the evidence in the most glaring meymmer. 17 seems fto me
enmazing that neither the Court nor the Govermment interferes in such a
case, They tell us that we have our remedy in a pros¢cution for libel;
but the fact is that we have had enough of prosecutiont and 4o not care
. %0 undertake any more., The Police Court capes sre still dragging on,
 There has been 2 hope that they may finish next week, Wut we can place no
dependence unon this, ' | S
| Yours affectionately,
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