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     Virginia Hanson, in her note to letter No. 21 in the chronological edition of The Mahatma 

Letters to A. P. Sinnett (1993, Vicente Hao Chin, Jr., Editor, The Theosophical Publishing 

House, Manila), states that “The Simla Eclectic Theosophical Society” had been formed on 

August 21 [1881]. A. O. Hume was its President and A.P. Sinnett was the Vice-President. 

Below is the statement by Mahatma K.H. to A. P. Sinnett regarding the difficulties faced by 

the S.E.T.S. and the perception of the Chohan [Maha-Chohan] regarding its viability:  
 

   You may tell Massey what I now say of him, and the reasons given. You may — though I 

would not advise you — read this letter to Mr. Hume. But I would strongly urge upon you the 

necessity of a greater caution than ever. Notwithstanding the purity of motives, the Chohan 

might one day consider but the results, and these may threaten to become too disastrous for 

him to overlook. There should be a constant pressure brought to bear upon the members of the 

S.E.S. [Simla Eclectic Society] to keep their tongues and enthusiasm at bay. And yet there is 

an increasing concern in the public mind, in regard to your Society and you may soon be 

called upon to define your position more clearly. Very soon I will have to leave you to 

yourselves for the period of three months. Whether it will begin in October or January will 

depend on the impulse given to the Society and its progress. (Letter #21) 

 
     The Simla Eclectic Theosophical Society was formed under special permission of the 

Mahatmas’s Master – the Maha-Chohan. However, the attitude of Hume and to some extent 

of Sinnett did not help with the success of this venture. Although Mr Sinnett corresponded 

with the Mahatmas for a period of over five years, Mr Hume resigned his membership of the 

TS in 1884. One of the reasons for the debacle of the Simla Eclectic Theosophical Society 

was the insistence from both Englishmen in putting emphasis on the need for psych powers 

and phenomena above the principle of Universal Brotherhood without distinctions. Briefly 

stated, this is the background to the famous letter which is presented in this paper.   

 
     In an article in Lucifer, Vol. II, No. 12, August, 1888, pp. 421-433, H. P. Blavatsky quotes 

from this letter as being written in 1880. However, in the body of the letter there is a 

reference to “1881 years ago”. Boris De Zirkoff, the Compiler of H. P. Blavatsky Collected 

Writings (fifteen volumes) stated that the precise date on which the letter was written is 

uncertain. What is certain is that it was written as a warning to the members of the Simla 

Eclectic Theosophical Society regarding their attitude to the guiding principles of the TS.  

 

     Since it became known the Maha-Chohan’s Letter has been a source of inspiration to 

many members of the Theosophical Society. It is suffused with the spirit of compassion and 

altruism that guided the Founders of the Society in all their work for it for many years. It 

commits the TS to Altruism, Truth, Universal Brotherhood, but also to an earnest 

dissemination of the teachings of Theosophy as a gateway to a life of freedom from 

superstition, fear and self-centredness. It is an incomparable document issued by one of the 

truly Great Ones of this earth.   

 

     Below are two texts of the letter: the first one published in Lucifer, Vol. XVIII, August 15, 

1896, No. 108, a magazine edited at that time by Annie Besant and G.R.S. Mead, and the 

other one from a private collection which was displayed at an exhibition of a number of the 



Letters from the Masters of the Wisdom at the Archives of the Theosophical Society during 

the 2018 International Convention of the TS held at Adyar, Chennai, India, in December. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     For our doctrines to practically react on the so called moral code or the ideas of truthfulness, 

purity, self-denial, charity, etc., we have to preach and popularise a knowledge of theosophy. It is 

not the individual and determined purpose of attaining oneself Nirvana (the culmination of all 

knowledge and absolute wisdom) which is, after all only an exalted and glorious selfishness, but 

the self-sacrificing pursuit of the best means to lead on the right path our neighbour, to cause as 

many of our fellow creatures as we possibly can to benefit by it, which constitutes the true 

Theosophist. 

                                                                                                 The Maha-Chohan 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 


