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THE facts  that  a  precious s tone wil l  re ta in  magnetism perfectly for a long 
time, and that it will store much power in a small compass, make it a convenient 
object when a talisman is required for any purpose. For a talisman is not, as is 
often supposed, a mere relic of medieval superstition. I t  m a y  b e  a  d e f i n i t e  
a n d  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  a g e n t  i n  d a i l y  life. It is some small object, strongly 
charged with magnetism for a  part icular  purpose by some one who knows how 
to  do i t ,  and when properly  made i t  cont inues to  radiate  this magnetism with 
unimpaired strength for many years. 

The purposes to which such things can be applied are a lmost  in f in i te  in  
number .  For  example ,  many a  s tudent  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  h i s  c a r e e r  i s  
m u c h  t r o u b l e d  b y  impure  thought .  Natura l ly ,  he  se ts  h imsel f  to  s t ruggle  
aga ins t  i t ,  and  m a in ta ins  a  cons tan t  wa tch  aga ins t  i t s  advances; but, 
nevertheless, thought-forms of objectionable nature are numerous and insidious, 
and sometimes one of them will contrive to obtain a lodgement in his mind and 
cause him much trouble before he can finally shake it  off.  H e  m a y ,  p e r h a p s ,  
h a v e  b e e n  i n  t h e  h a b i t  o f  y i e l d i n g  himself to such thought in the past without 
realising the evil o f  i t ;  a n d  i f  t h a t  i s  s o ,  h i s  t h o u g h t  h a s  a c q u i r e d  a  
momentum in  tha t  d i rec t ion  which is  not  easy  to  overcome.  A  ta l i sman  
s t rong ly  charged  wi th  the  powerfu l  magnetism of thoughts of purity is a 
great and invaluable help to him in his efforts.  

The rat ionale of  i ts  act ion is  not  diff icult  to  understand.  Impure thoughts  
express  themselves as  a  cer ta in  definite set  of vibrations in the astral  and 
lower mental bodies,  and they can f ind entrance into a  man's  vehicles o n l y  
w h e n  t h o s e  a r e  e i t h e r  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  a t  r e s t  o r ,  p u l s a t i n g  s o  f e e b l y  t h a t  



t h e  i m p a c t  f r o m  w i t h o u t  c a n  read i ly  overpower  the  ex is t ing  undu la t ion  
and  take  i t s  p lace .  The  ta l i sman is  heavi ly  charged  wi th  an  exac t ly  
cont ra ry  v ibra t ion ,  and  the  two cannot  co-ex is t .  One  of  them must 
overpower the other,  and bring it  into harmony with i tself .   

The impure thought-form has, probably, been made by some casual  person,  not  
usually with any definite  intent;  i t  is  s imply a  suggest ion or  reminiscence of  
lower passions.  I t  is not, therefore, a thing of great power in itself; but it is 
l ikely to produce an effect  quite  out  of  proportion to i ts  intrinsic weight,  
because of the readiness with which the average  person  accep ts  i t  and  
responds  to  i t .  The  ta l i sm an ,  on  the  o the r  hand ,  has  been  in ten t iona l ly  
cha rged  fo r  a  d e f in i t e  p u rp o se  b y  som e  one  w ho  know s  how  to  th ink ;  and  
th i s  i s  a  m a t t e r  i n  w h ich  de f in i t e  t r a in ing  makes  so  much  d i f fe rence  tha t  
the  l igh tes t  thought  o f  a  m a n  w h o  h a s  l e a r n t  h o w  t o  t h i n k  i s  f a r  
m o r e  p o w e r f u l  t h a n  a  w h o l e  d a y ' s  d e s u l t o r y  m u s i n g s  o n  t h e  pa r t  o f  an  
o rd ina ry  m an .  S o ,  w h en  th e  tw o  s t r eam s  o f  t h o u g h t  c o m e  i n t o  c o n t a c t ,  
t h e r e  i s  n o t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  d o u b t  a s  t o  w h i c h  w i l l  v a n q u i s h  t h e  o t h e r ,  i f  
t h e y  a r e  left to themselves. 

I f  w e  can  suppose  tha t  t he  w ea re r  o f  t he  t a l i sm an  fo rgo t  h i s  good  
re so lu t ions ,  and  ac tua l ly  w ished  fo r  a  t i m e  f o r  t h e  i m p u r e  t h o u g h t ,  n o  
d o u b t  h e  c o u l d  a t t r a c t  i t  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  
t a l i s m a n ;  b u t  h e  w o u l d  b e  c o n s c i o u s  a l l  t he  
t im e  o f  g rea t  d i s com fo r t ,  a r i s ing  
f ro m  th e  in -harmony  of  the  two  se t s  o f  
osc i l l a t ions .  Now,  in  mos t  c a s e s ,  t h e  m a n  
w h o  i s  r e a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  d o  b e t t e r  f a l l s  o n l y  
b e c a u s e  h e  i s  t a k e n  o f f  h i s  g u a r d .  T h e  
i m p u r e  thought creeps in insidiously and has seized 
upon him before he is aware of it;  and then, 
very quickly, he reaches the c o n d i t i o n  i n  w h i c h  
f o r  t h e  m o m e n t  h e  d o e s  n o t  e v e n  w i s h  t o  
r e s i s t .  T h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  t a l i s m a n  i s  t h a t  i t  
g i v e s  h i m  t i m e  t o  r e c o l l e c t  h i m s e l f .  T h e  
d i s h a r m o n y  between its undulations and those of 
the wandering thought cannot but  at tract  the man’s at tention,  and thus while  
he wears  i t  he  cannot  be  taken unawares ,  so  that  i f  he  fa l ls ,  he falls  
deliberately. 

A g a i n ,  s o m e  p e o p l e  s u f f e r  m u c h  f r o m  a p p a r e n t l y  cause less  fea r .  
Of ten  they  a re  qu i te  unab le  to  g ive  any  reason for their feelings, but at 
certain times, and especially w h e n  a l o n e  a t  n i g h t ,  t h e y  a r e  l i a b l e  t o  b e  
a t t a c k e d  by extreme nervousness,  which may gradually increase to p o s i t i v e  
t e r r o r .  T h e r e  m a y  b e  v a r i o u s  e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  t h i s .  P e r h a p s  t h e  
c o m m o n e s t  i s  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  s o m e  hostile astral  entity who is persecuting 
the victim—somet imes  in  the  hope  of  ob ta in ing  through h im some sensa -
t i o n s  w h i c h  h e  d e s i r e s ,  s o m e t i m e s  i n  t h e  e n d e a v o r  t o  g a i n  c o n t r o l  o v e r  
h i m  a n d  o b s e s s  h i m ,  s o m e t i m e s  f o r  sheer mischief and impish love of 
demonstrating his power ove r  a  hum an  be ing .  Here  aga in  i s  a  case  in  wh ich  
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the  mediaeval  remedy has a  dist inct  practical  value.  Naturally t h e  t a l i s m a n  
a g a i n s t  i m p u r i t y  w o u l d  n o t  a v a i l  i n  t h i s  case,  for  qui te  a  different  set  of  
osci l la t ions is  required.  What  i s  wanted  in  th is  case  i s  a  cen t re  s t rongly  
charged  with vibrations expressive of courage and self-reliance—or, i f  the  
weare r  i s  o f  the  devo t iona l  type ,  w i th  though ts  o f  the  protect ive power of  
his  special  dei ty .  

F o r  a  t a l i s m a n  h a s  a  d o u b l e  a c t i o n .  N o t  o n l y  d o e s  i t  opera te  d i rec t ly  
by  means  o f  the  undu la t ion  which  i t  r a d i a t e s ,  a s  w e  h a v e  j u s t  
d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  impuri ty ,  but  a lso the knowledge of  i ts  presence 
usual ly  a w a k e n s  t h e  f a i t h  a n d  c o u r a g e  o f  t h e  w e a r e r .  I n  t h e  case of a 
talisman against fear, which we are now consideri n g ,  t h e  t w o  l i n e s  o f  
a c t i o n  a r e  c l e a r l y  m a r k e d .  Courage  expresses  i t s e l f  in  the  m en ta l  and  
a s t r a l  bod ies  by  the  s t rength  and  s tead iness  of  the i r  s t r ia t ions ,  and  by  the  
ca lm  s tead fas t  sh in ing  o f  the  co lo r s  ind ica t ing  the  var ious  h igher  
qua l i t ies .  When fear  overpowers  a  person  a l l  these  co lors  a re  d immed and  
overwhelmed by  a  l iv id  g r e y  m i s t ,  a n d  t h e  s t r i a t i o n s  a r e  l o s t  i n  a  
q u i v e r i n g  mass of palpitating jelly; the man has,  for the t ime, quite los t  the  
power  o f  gu id ing  and  con t ro l l ing  h i s  veh ic les .  The pulsations of strength 
and courage steadily radiating f ro m  th e  t a l i sm an  a re  q u i t e  u n a f f ec t e d  by  
the  f ee l ings  o f  t he  w ea re r ;  so  tha t  t he  f i r s t  t r em b l ings  o f  f ea r  f i nd  a  
d i s t inc t  d i f f i cu l ty  in  the i r  way ,  when  they  beg in  to  manifest themselves. 

If  unopposed, they would rapidly increase, each as i t  were magnifying 
and strengthening the other unti l  their  power becomes i r res is t ib le .  The 
ta l isman prevents  them from reaching th is  condi t ion  of  i r res is t ib le  
veloci ty .  I t  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e m  a t  t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  w h i l e  t h e y  a r e  s t i l l  
weak .  The  res is tance  which  i t  opposes  to  them is  p rec i se ly  the  sam e  in  
k ind  a s  tha t  wh ich  a  gy roscope  o p p o s e s  t o  a n y  e f f o r t  t o  t u r n  i t  a s i d e  
f r o m  i t s  l i n e .  I t  i s  so  determinedly  se t  in  mot ion in  one  d irec t ion  that  i t  
w i l l  sooner  f ly  to  p ieces  than  a l low i t se l f  to  be  tu rned  i n t o  a n y  o t h e r .  
N o w ,  s u d d e n l y  t o  b r i n g  s u c h  a  p o w e r  as this into conflict  with 
unreasoning panic would probably resul t  in  the  complete  shat ter ing of  the  
astra l  body concerned; but, if the gyroscopic force of the talisman is work ing  
f i r s t ,  i t s  de te rmined  pers is tence  a long  i t s  own line checks the first  
beginnings of fear,  and so makes i t  imposs ib le  for  the  person  ever  to  reach  
the  la te r  s tages  of panic terror. 
      Tha t  i s  i t s  d i rec t  opera t ion ;  bu t  i t  works  a l so  ind i r ec t ly ,  upon  the  
m ind  o f  t he  w ea re r .  W hen  he  f ee l s  the  f i rs t  beginnings of  fear  s t i r r ing 
within  him, he probably recollects the talisman and clutches at it ,  and then 
arises within him the feeling: 

“Why should  I  fear  so  long as  I  have me th is  strong centre of 
magnetism?” 

So instead of yielding to the oscillations and allowing them to intensity 
themselves until they become unmanageable, he calls up the reserve strength 
of his own will and a s se r t s  h im se l f  a s  m as te r  o f  h i s  veh ic le s ,  wh ich  i s  in  
truth all that is necessary. 



  T h e r e  i s  a  t h i r d  p o s s i b i l i t y  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  a  t a l i s m a n ,  w h i c h  i s  
i n  s o m e  c a s e s  e v e n  m o r e  p o w e r f u l  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  t w o .  T h e  o b j e c t ,  
w h a t e v e r  i t  m a y  b e ,  has been strongly magnetised by some individual, by 
the hypothesis a person of power and development, and therefore  a lso  
probably  h ighly  sensi t ive .  That  be ing so ,  the  talisman is a link with its 
creator, and through it his attention may be attracted. Under ordinary conditions 
its connection with i ts  maker would be of the slightest ,  but when the wearer is 
in desperate circumstances he sometimes actually c a l l s  u p o n  t h e  m a k e r ,  m u c h  i n  
t h e  w a y  i n  w h i c h  t h e  mediaeval devotee when in difficulties invoked the 
assistance o f  h i s  pa t ron  sa in t ;  and  tha t  ca l l  w i l l  unques t ionab ly  r each  the  
m aker  o f  the  t a l i sm an  and  evoke  a  r e sponse  f rom h im.  I f  he  i s  s t i l l  l iv ing  
on  the  phys ica l  p lane  he  m a y  o r  m a y  n o t  b e  c o n s c i o u s  i n  h i s  p h y s i c a l  
b r a i n  o f  the  appea l ;  bu t  in  any  case  the  ego  wi l l  be  consc ious ,  and will 
respond by re-inforcing the vibration of the talisman by a strong wave of his 
own more powerful thought, bearing with  i t  s t rength and comfort .  

Q u i t e  p o s s ib ly  m an y  ig n o ran t  m en  w o u ld  s co f f  a t  such  an  idea  as  a  
re l ic  o f  mediaeva l  supers t i t ion ,  ye t  i t  i s  an  ac tual  sc ient i f ic  fac t  which has  
been demonstra ted  on hundreds of  occasions.  So far  as  i ts  direct  act ion goes,  
a talisman will  work only in the direction in which it  is  constructed  to  work;  
but  i t s  indirec t  ac t ion  on the  fa i th  o f  the  possessor  may  somet imes  take  
very  unexpec ted  forms.  I  remember once making a tal isman for a  certain 
noble lady,  in  order to protect  her  against  spasms of extreme nervousness and 
even positive fear which occasiona l ly  swep t  ove r  he r  when  a lone  a t  n igh t .  
She  to ld  m e  a f te rwards  tha t  th i s  t a l i sman  had  been  o f  the  g rea tes t  
ass is tance  to  her  in  an  emergency which I  cer ta in ly  d id  not contemplate 
when I made it .  

I t  appears that  on a certain occasion she was driving an exceptionally 
spirited horse (I believe that her husband made  i t  a  sor t  o f  boas t  tha t  he  never  
used  horses  which  anybody else could drive) in a dog-cart ,  through a forest .  
The horse  took fr ight  a t  something or  other ,  got  the  bi t  between i ts  teeth ,  
dashed madly off  the  road,  and s tar ted at  a  w i ld  ga l lop  am ong  the  t r ee -
t runks .  The  g room  on  the  back  sea t  was  so  ce r ta in  tha t  they  were  a l l  
des t ined  to  immediate  death that  he threw himself  off  as  best  he could ,  and 
was  sore ly  in jured  by the  fa l l ;  but  the  lady dec la red  tha t  he r  thought  a t  
once  f lew to  the  ta l i sman  wh ich  she  was  then  wear ing ,  and  ( she  sa id )  she  
knew a b s o l u t e l y  t h a t  s h e  c o u l d  n o t  b e  k i l l e d  w h i l e ,  a s  s h e  expressed  i t ,  
under  i t s  p ro tec t ion .  Th is  u t te r  ce r ta in ty  kep t  he r  pe r f ec t ly  coo l  and  
co l l ec t ed ,  and  she  s t ee red  that dog-cart  through the thickest part  of the 
forest with consummate skill. She declares that, on the whole, she was c e r t a i n l y  
i n  t h e  a i r  m o r e  o f t e n  t h a n  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  a s  the wheels  bounded over  
roots  and crashed through the bushes .  But  never the less ,  she  he ld  on  brave ly  
un t i l  the  horse became t ired,  and she was able to regain control  of  it. 

She  thanked  m e  en thus ia s t i ca l ly  fo r  sav ing  he r  l i f e  b y  m e a n s  o f  t h e  
t a l i s m a n ,  b u t  t h e  t r u t h  i s  t h a t  i t  w a s  not the direct action of the talisman in 
any way, but the strength of  her fai th in i t ,  which enabled her to gain so 



splendid a victory. That was undoubtedly the main factor; the re  may  have  been  
a  ce r ta in  amount  o f  d i rec t  ac t ion  also, because the steadying effect of the 
strong undulation of  the  ta l isman would catch any dawning feel ing of  fear  
a n d  s t i l l  i t ,  t h o u g h  I  h a d  p r e p a r e d  i t  t o  d e a l  r a t h e r  with first symptoms, 
gradually arising, than with so sudden an emergency as that. 

T h e r e  a r e  v a r i o u s  a r t i c l e s  w h i c h  a r e  t o  a  l a r g e  extent  natural  
tal ismans.  All  precious stones may be said to belong to this  category,  s ince 
each has a  dist inct  influence, which can be utilised in two ways. The influence 
a s  i t  s t a n d s  w i l l  a t t r a c t  t o  i t  e l e m e n t a l  e s s e n c e  o f  a  certain kind, and all 
such thoughts and desires as naturally express themselves through that  essence;  
and,  secondly,  the  fac t  tha t  i t  has  these  natura l  pecul iar i t ies  makes  i t  a  fit  
vehicle for magnetism which is intended to work along t h e  s a m e  l i n e  a s  
t h o s e  t h o u g h t s  o r  e m o t i o n s .  L e t  u s  suppose ,  fo r  example ,  tha t  i t  i s  
des i red  to  d r ive  away  impure thought.  Impure thought means usually a  
complex s e t  o f  p u l s a t i o n s ,  b u t  s e t  o n  t h e  w h o l e  i n  a  c e r t a i n  def in i te  key .  
In  order  to  res is t  them a  s tone  should  be  chosen whose vibrat ions are  
inharmonious with  that  key,  s o  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  o f f e r  t o  t h e  i m p u r e  
v i b r a t i o n s  t h e  greatest  possible  res is tance.  I f  i t  is  in tended to  make a  
talisman against those impure thoughts,  the stone which na tura l ly  of fe rs  
res is tance  to  them is  the  vehic le  which  can most easily be loaded with the 
opposing influence. 

The  undula t ions  sen t  for th  by  the  s tone  a re  on  the  phys ica l  p lane ,  
whi le  those  o f  the  emot ions  a re  on  the  astral  plane—that is  to  say,  an 
octave (or  rather several  octaves) higher; but a stone the particles of which 
swing naturally on the physical plane in a key which is  identical at  this  level  
with the key of puri ty on higher levels  wil l  itself, even without magnetisation, 
operate as a check upon impure thought or feelings by virtue of its overtones; and 
furthermore it  can be readily charged at  astral  or mental levels with the 
vibrations of pure thought or feeling which are  se t  in  the  same key.  

     T he re  a r e  i n s t ances  o f  dec ided  m agne t i sm  o f  t h i s  k ind in  the  vegetable  
k ingdom also .  A good example  of  th is  is  the  Rudrāksha berry ,  of  which 
necklaces  are  so  frequently made in India.  The oscillations connected with it, 
especially in its small and undeveloped state, render it specially suitable for 
magnetisation where sustained holy thought or meditation is required, and where 
all disturbing i n f l u e n c e s  a r e  t o  b e  k e p t  a w a y .  T h e  b e a d s  m a d e  f r o m  the 
Tulsi plant are another example, although the influence which they give is  of a 
somewhat different character. 

A n  in t e r e s t in g  s e t  o f  n a tu ra l  t a l i sm ans  a r e  t hose  objects which produce 
strong scents. Incense produces a powerful effect along these lines, the gums 
of which it  is composed being specially chosen because the undulations w h i c h  
t h e y  g i v e  f o r t h  a r e  f a v o r a b l e  t o  s p i r i t u a l  a n d  devotional thought, and 
distinctly inharmonious with almost every other variety. It is possible to 
compound an incense wh ich  w i l l  have  p rec i se ly  the  oppos i t e  e f fec t ,  and  
th i s  was sometimes done by the medieval witches, and is done today  in  
Luc i fe r ian  ce remonies .  Bu t  qu i te  apar t  f rom anything intentionally and 



determinately evil, it  is generally  des i rab le  to  avo id  coa r se  and  heavy  
scen t s ,  such  a s  tha t  of  musk or  of  sachet-powder ,  as  many of  them are  
closely in tune with sensual feelings of various kinds. 

An object  not  intentionally charged for  that  purpose may somet imes  
have the  force  of  a  ta l isman.  A present  received from some loved one, if  i t  
be of a nature that can be worn or carried about by the recipient, will  
constantly se rve  to  h im as  a  reminder  o f  the  donor ,  and  o f ten  wi l l  so  far  
give the sense of  the  donor 's  person as  to  prevent  him from doing things that 
he would not do if  that donor were  looking  on .  I  have  mysel f  heard  of  more  
than  one  c a s e  i n  w h i c h  a  m a n ,  w e a r i n g  a  r i n g  o r  a  c h a i n  g i v e n  to him by 
his  mother,  was saved from committ ing some questionable act, or indulging in 
some improper pleasure, because  jus t  a s  he  was  abou t  to  y ie ld  to  the  
tempta t ion  h is  g lance  fe l l  upon  the  ob jec t ,  and  tha t  b rought  to  h im so  
s t rongly  the  thought  of  h is  mother  and  of  what  she  would  fee l  i f  she  could  
see  h im,  tha t  he  a t  once  abandoned  h i s  p ro jec t .  A  l e t t e r  ca r r i ed  abou t  in  
the  pocke t  h a s  b e e n  k n o w n  t o  s e r v e  t h e  s a m e  p u r p o s e — t h e  m a n  feeling: 

“ H o w  c a n  I  d o  t h i s  t h i n g  w i t h  h e r  v e r y  l e t t e r  i n  my pocket—how can 
I  take  that  in to  surroundings  where  I  should be ashamed that she should see 
me?” 

I remember one case in which such a struggle ended up i n  t h e  m a n  t e a r i n g  
u p  t h e  l e t t e r  a n d  t h r o w i n g  i t  a w a y  in  o rde r  t ha t  he  m igh t  be  ab le  t o  
i ndu lge  h im se l f ;  bu t  usually the opposite result is produced. 

Thus i t  wil l  be seen that  the objects  which we carry about  wi th  us  in  our  
pockets  may have  a  dec ided  inf luence upon us.  A man's watch, for example, 
which he has a l w a y s  w i t h  h i m ,  b e c o m e s  s t r o n g l y  c h a r g e d  w i t h  h i s  
magnetism, and if  after wearing it  for some years he gives i t  o r  l e n d s  i t  t o  
a n o t h e r ,  t h a t  o t h e r  p e r s o n ,  i f  h e  b e  a t  a l l  sens i t ive ,  wi l l  be  cons tan t ly  
reminded  of  h is  f r iend ,  a n d  c o n s c i o u s  o f  a  f e e l i n g  a s  t h o u g h  h e  w e r e  
p r e s e n t .  I remember that a prominent member of the Theosophical S o c i e t y ,  
l o n g  s i n c e  d e a d ,  u s e d  t o  b e  f o n d  o f  m a k i n g  presen ts  o f  watches  to  those  
d isc ip les  in  whom he  was  spec ia l ly  in te res ted ,  charg ing  them s t rong ly  
before  he  g a v e  t h e m  w i t h  w h a t e v e r  q u a l i t y  h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  r ec ip ien t  
m os t  needed .  As  h i s  young  f r i ends  na tu ra l ly  w o re  th o se  w a tch es ,  h e  
su cceed ed  in  s ev e ra l  c a se s  i n  effecting in them considerable changes of 
character. 

One very unpleasant thing (from one point  of  view) w h ich  w e  a l l  h av e  
to  ca r ry  abou t  w i th  u s  i s  m oney .  I t  wi l l  na tura l ly  occur  to  the  humoris t  to  
say  a t  th is  po in t  t ha t  he  cou ld  do  w i th  a  good  dea l  o f  t ha t  k ind  o f  un -
p leasan tness .  I  qu i t e  unde rs tand  tha t  po in t  o f  v iew ,  and  I  recognise  that  in  
our  present  c ivi l isa t ion i t  is  desirable  t o  p o s s e s s  a  c e r t a i n  a m o u n t  o f  f i l t h y  
l u c r e ,  a n d  i t  i s  even  necessary  to  car ry  a t  leas t  a  l i t t le  o f  i t  about  wi th  
one ,  so  as  to  be  prepared  for  unexpec ted  emergencies .  Never the less  the  
fac t  remains  tha t  whi le  money  in  the  abs t rac t  i s  no  doub t  a  good  th ing  to  
have  i f  one  knows  h o w  t o  u s e  i t  w i s e l y ,  m o n e y  i n  t h e  c o n c r e t e  f o r m  o f  
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co in s  and  no te s  i s  f r equen t ly  cha rged  w i th  the  w ors t  possible  magnetism. 
New notes  and new coins  are  harmless  enough ,  bu t  a f t e r  they  have  been  in  
c i r cu la t ion  fo r  a  l i t t l e  t ime  they  acqu i re  no t  on ly  a l l  so r t s  o f  phys ica l  d i r t ,  
bu t  a lso  many var ie t ies  of  o ther  v ibra t ions ,  near ly  all of them exceedingly 
unpleasant. 
The reason for this  is  not  diff icult  to  understand,  for  the  magnetism 
surrounding the coin is  produced by the though t s  and  f ee l ings  o f  t hose  w ho  
have  hand led  i t  o r  carried it .  First,  and as a general principle, without taking 
any special feelings into consideration, any coin which has been  hand led  and  
ca r r i ed  by  a  l a rge  num ber  o f  peop le  m u s t  i n e v i t a b l y  b e  c h a r g e d  w i t h  a  
g r e a t  m i x t u r e  o f  d i f fe ren t  k inds  o f  magne t i sm.  I t  i s  the re fo re ,  f rom the  
point  of  view of undulations,  a  centre of  discord around which all kinds of 
warring influences are boiling up in the wi ldes t  confus ion .  The  in f luence  o f  
such  a  th ing  as  th i s  is  disturbing and irri tating, and it  has,  though to a much 
s t ronger  degree ,  exact ly  the  same effec t  upon the  as t ra l  and mental  bodies 
as has the continued bombardment of  radium emanations upon the physical 
body. Several scientific people have discovered by painful experience that to 
ca r ry  a  m inu te  f r agm en t  o f  r ad ium  in  one ’ s  w a i s t co a t  pocket presently 
produces a peculiarly obstinate sore upon t h e  s k i n  u n d e r n e a t h  i t .  J u s t  l i k e  
t h a t ,  b u t  l a r g e r  i n  propor t ion ,  i s  the  effec t  produced on h igher  vehic les  by  
the  p re sence  o f  a  m uch -used  co in .  C oppe r  and  b ronze  coins are in this  
respect  the worst  of  al l—except perhaps o l d  a n d  d i r t y  b a n k n o t e s .  G o l d  a n d  
s i l v e r  a l s o  a b s o r b  the  inf luences  which  surround them,  but  the ir  qual i t ies  
make  them somewhat  less  absorp t ive  to  the  very  wors t  charac te r i s t ics .  
From a l l  th is  i t  emerges  tha t  i t  i s  be t te r  no t  perpe tua l ly  to  car ry  about  one  
more  money  than  i s  ac tual ly  necessary .  I  have  known s tudents  who par t ia l ly  
m e t  t he  d i f f i cu l ty  by  ca r ry ing  coppe r  o r  b ronze  co in s  only  in  a  purse  so  
s t rongly  magnet ised  as  to  be  pract ically impervious to the unpleasant 
pulsations. 

I  k n o w  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  p e o p l e  w h o  w i l l  s a y  t h a t  a l l  t he se  in f luences  
a r e  ex t e rna l  and  un im por t an t ,  and  t h a t  i t  i s  r i d i c u l o u s  t o  t a k e  t r o u b l e  
o v e r  m a t t e r s  s o  insignificant.  I  fully admit that the interior considerations 
o f  t h o u g h t  a n d  f e e l i n g  a r e  o f  g r e a t e r  w e i g h t ;  y e t  I  would point  out ,  f irs t ,  
that  these despised external  condit ions of ten great ly  modify the internal ,  
and,  secondly,  t h a t  m o s t  o f  u s  a r e  n o t  y e t  s o  f a r  a l o n g  t h e  P a t h ,  n o r  do  
we f ind  the  t reading of  i t  so  easy ,  tha t  we can  afford  to  neglect  the  s tudy of  
even the  smal ler  he lps  and h indrances .  The Chris t  i s  a l leged once  to  have 
spoken s t rongly  to  the  Scr ibes  and Phar isees  about  the i r  preference  of  
external  de ta i l  over  in ternal  rea l i ty ;  but  remember  tha t  He is  sa id  to  have 
concluded His  scr ip tures  by  remarking:  “These  th ings  ought  ye  to  have 
done,  and not  to  have lef t  the  o ther  undone.”  
 

 
 

 
 


