Sydney Police Investigates C. W. Leadeabter

Conclusions of the First Police Investigation (28 December 1917)

Compiled by Pedro Oliveira

Thomas Hammond Martyn was in the early 1890’s President of The Theosophic
League in New South Wales. He was elected President of Sydney Lodge in 1892,
and served as Australian Section Treasurer in 1895. He was elected General
Secretary of the TS in Australia in 1898, but was too ill to serve. He served as
General Secretary of the Australian Section between 1916-19 and had a strong
influence in the Section for many years. He was the founder of Sydney Theosophical
Education Trust. (Source: Theosophical Year Book 1938.)

C. W. Leadbeater met T. H. Martyn in Australia during the former’s tour of the
Section in 1905. They also met in London in May 1906, just after CWL had resigned
from the Theosophical Society at the Advisory Board Meeting on 16 May 1906.
Although Martyn was aware of the charges against CWL he invited him to come to
Australia. Thomas Martyn was also at Adyar in 1913 when the custody case between
Annie Besant and Naraniah, Krishnamurti’s father, was taking place at the Madras
High Court. One of the main arguments of the prosecution was that CWL had
sexually molested the boy Krishnamurti. Although the presiding Judge dismissed that
charge the press in Madras was circulating highly defamatory statements about CWL
and Thomas Martyn was aware of them. Soon after that Martyn invited CWL for a
longer period of residence in Australia, and to stay in his own home.

Below are some of the reports about CWL’s visit to Sydney in 1905, published in
Theosophy in Australasia:



MR. LEADBEATER.

Our latest news is that he considers his visit to us of next year as definitely fixed. He
will leave San Francisco on 12th January, pay a short visit to Honolulu on the way
over, and be in Auckland about the end of February. Two months are to be spent in
New Zealand, and Sydney is to be reached before the end of April. Remaining in
Sydney until the end of May or beginning of June, he will then go to Queensland,
and work south and west, following Miss Edger’s route, finally leaving our territory,
as she did, at Fremantle, and at about the same time of year—10th November.

LEADBEATER LECTURES.

We have a few specimens to hand of some of these single lectures in the form of
neatly printed little booklets, a supply of which we are obtaining from Harrogate,
Yorkshire, where they were printed. As shewing [sic] the activity, present and
prospective, at most of our Branches, large parcels of these have been ordered from
home; even a small Branch like Launceston taking 500 of them. They are marked
price 2d., and are admirably suited for members to have on hand to supply to casual
enquirers, and we advise the isolated member, often at a loss how to meet an enquiry,
to provide himself with a few of these. The subjects selected are under ten in number
and include —

“The Soul and its Vestures.”

“Guardian Angels.”

“What Theosophy does for Us.”
“Purgatory.”

“Heaven World.”

“Law of Cause and Effect.”
“Reincarnation.”

We shall, as soon as we get the supply, be ready to send a parcel of not less than a
dozen (price 2/3, including postage), to any who express a wish for them.

MR. LEADBEATER IN SYDNEY. (Theosophy in Australasia, June 1905)

The pent up expectation of the Sydney members of the T.S. has now crystalised into
an actual visit, which will now become part of the history of Theosophy in Sydney,
and in the days that are coming many are there amongst us who will speak of the
great times there were when Mr. Leadbeater first came to Australia. As yet it is a little
premature to say what the harvest has been, or to prophecy what it may be, but that
there has been a very remarkable gathering of people as attentive listeners to what
Theosophy has to say there cannot be a shadow of doubt. In taking stock of the
audience at any of these special propaganda lectures, anyone who can look below the
surface at all, must see the wonderful variety of minds brought together on the
common ground of some attraction to the mystical and the superphysical side of life.
Where a lecturer stands up gifted with great eloquence, great power to move people
by the charm of his rhetoric, of his pathos, there is always room for the supposition
that it is for the pleasure which these things give that the audience are mostly
attracted. When, however, there is but a minimum of any pretence to these qualities,



when the appeal to the audience is founded rather upon the clear, plain, lucid
statement of what is claimed to be fact, then one is justified in assuming that it is for
the ideas which are voiced themselves that the bearers seek when they come, as many
of them have done again and again, to listen to these lectures. Of course there is some
attraction in a cultivated voice, a pleasing and commanding presence, and a select
choice of English, which may account for the presence of a few, but the majority of
the audience gave sign of keen critical attention, foreign to the attitude of the pleasure
seeking dilletanti.

Members who carry on the weekly Activities of the Branch in humdrum times fall
easily into the idea that the two or three hundred people who month in and month out,
come into any touch with the Branch lectures, represent as many as there are of the
city population who have at any time been brought under the influence of Theosophic
thought. It is when we set going some special stir such as the advent of a capable
world evangelist, from some other part of our camp, that we discover how many there
are who nightly pillow heads around us more or less occupied with thoughts certain
to bring them in the future to a knowledge of the great truth. That this must be so, that
there must be a great preparation of many of what we think outside minds going on,
is shown by the quietness with which the statements made in the lectures have been
received. Two or three generations ago such statements would have been received
with ridicule, contempt, fanatical denunciation; probably would not have been
permitted a hearing. As it is, the quiet receptivity of the mixed audiences, proves how
largely the great centres of life must now be permeated with thoughts based upon the
existence of an unseen world, in the minds of a class of people seldom seen inside
any place of worship.

There has been no beating about the bush, no qualifying loopholes of escape in the
statements made; almost dogmatic they have been in their undisguised sincerity; and
surely it may be claimed that the way in which they have been received by the hun-
dreds of people who have listened to them, that the continuous work of the Society,
and the literature it has spread, has prepared the soil for a good deal of future
sowing. Taking the whole series of lectures given, they have formed a complete
structure in the mind leading from its foundation upon the rock of “Mission of
Theosophy” before the world to the apex of the Crown of Peace, which it is the aim
of that mission to bestow upon every one. If one could single out any one particular
subject which above all others seemed to hold the listener's attention, it might be
“Life After Death,” perhaps a tribute to the belief that the speaker was dealing with
facts in what, to the audience, was a maze of conjecture—an ocean of doubt. Mr.
Leadbeater confesses to dislike the subject of Christian Theosophy, yet it is doubtful
if any of his lectures did better work than that which dealt with it. Such distinctions,
however, are like isolating a few bars in a great symphony, or half-a-dozen words in
a grand peroration—the whole must be taken as a complete structure, such as would
stand the decaying hand of time. An object lesson has been given our working
members in what not to do, and what not to say. Throughout there has been a
studious avoidance of any student's terms, of the use of any Eastern words where
plain English could be made to do. Also, there has been no attempt to explain the
palpably inexplicable.

“Fools rush in where Angels fear to tread.”



has been an axiom quietly acted upon, as to what should be left alone. There has been
no attempt to dissect Parabrahm or to explain the Absolute; on the contrary the
discourses have been about the life which everyone of us has to live, and an effort
throughout to make us understand the extent, the grandeur and the scope of that.
Many who come only within reach of the Society’s work at some special time like this
are accustomed to get opportunities by private interviews, or questions at the lectures,
of ventilating their own particular difficulty, or of dilating upon their own particular
experiences; and all of these will, this time, go away with a grievance, we suppose. We
can afford to risk all this in the object lesson given us to do our own work and not to
allow anything to hinder the effectiveness of that. Mr. Leadbeater realises that he
cannot keep pace with the work he has laid out as possible to him, if a large share of
the day is to be taken up in listening to ‘experiences’ of those who very often are able
to give but a hazy account of what they do see. Our lecturer realises that all these
things will keep until they do see with clearness, when, in all probability, they will not
want to talk much about it.

The close of this visit leaves one with a settled conviction that the Society’s centres
everywhere in the Commonwealth may be certain of just that spur to fresh effort which
all of us need from time to time.

MR. LEADBEATER.—Our visitor and his party leave Sydney on 13th June by S.S.
“Wodonga” for Cairns direct, reaching there on 22nd, and remaining until the end of
the month. He then departs for Townsville, where a stay of about ten days is made.
From Townsville he goes direct to Brisbane, which is reached on 13th July, so that the
activities and lectures there will be in full swing when our July issue goes to press. An
obvious printer's error appeared in our May summary of the itinerary. The Sydney visit
closes on 13th June, not 30th.

After receiving a letter of Joseph Fussell, Secretary to Katherine Tingley, Leader
of the Universal Brotherhood and Theosophical Society, Point Loma, California,
dated 1 June 1917, to the Attorney General and Minister of Justice, New South Wales,
Police authorities in Sydney decided to conduct an investigation on the conduct of
C. W. Leadbeater. Mrs Tingley was conducting at that time a relentless defamatory
campaign against both Annie Besant and CWL in several countries.

Fussell attached to this letter a testimony by Douglas Pettit, who had travelled with
CWL in the United States in 1903, and to whom the latter had given advice on regular
masturbation. However, and in spite of friendly letters to CWL before, in the
testimony, given personally to Mrs Tingley, Douglas claimed that he and CWL had
sexual relations. Information about the previous attitude of Douglas towards CWL
can be found in the book CWL Speaks — C. W. Leadbeater’s correspondence
concerning the 1906 Crisis in the Theosophical Society, Olive Tree Publishing, Woy
Woy, Australia, 2018. (See www.cwlworld.info)

We include below facsimiles of letters from Douglas Pettit to CWL, from a private
collection, written after his travels with him in 1903. They present clear evidence of
his attitude to CWL, with a keynote of friendliness and respect. The ‘attacks’ he
mentions in some of his letters are episodes of epilepsy.


http://www.cwlworld.info/










Other papers attached by Joseph Fussell to his letter of June 1917 to the authorities
in Sydney included the Minutes of the Advisory Council held in London, on 16 May
1906, and presided by the President-Founder of the TS, Col. H. S. Olcott.




Below are facsimile reproductions of the official Police Report carrying the
conclusion by the Police Officers who had conducted the first investigation on CWL
in Sydney, J. Develin and P. J. Downey:




Source: State Records NSW — SRNSW: NRS 333, Attorney General Special Bundles, Police
enquiry into alleged immoral teachings of C.W. Leadbeater, “Bishop” of the Liberal Catholic
Church (Enquiry held 1922), 1915-25, [5/7771.2] Reproduced by permission.

The importance of this report cannot be overstated. It shows the trust of Thomas H.
Martyn and his wife Hilda in CWL and how they unequivocally vouched for his
integrity in the face of very hostile accusations. CWL had lived in their house since
his arrival in Australia in 1914 and the Police Report states that ‘he [CWL] was




continually under the eyes of Mr. & Mrs. Martyn and they assure us that his conduct
and work with these boys was pure and free from the sligthest taint of immorality, had
anything of that nature obtained they were bound to have heard or seen something to
arouse their suspicion’.

It was only after the involvement of Sydney theosophists in the Old Catholic
Church, later on known as the Liberal Catholic Church, the presence of James
Wedgwood, its Presiding Bishop, in Australia and CWL’s profound involvment in the
Church, including his consecration as a Bishop, that provoked an irascible reaction on
the part of Thomas Martyn and the beginning of a nasty trial by the press of CWL.
Such a “trial” was strategically started by Thomas Martyn’s letter to Annie Besant in
1921, which was marked “private” but was leaked in Sydney and from Sydney to
individuals around the world. It was that letter that triggered the second Police
investigation. Significantly, the four accusers in that investigation were members of
the Thomas H. Martyn family and household.

The example of CWL, in the middle of a never ending storm that sought to destroy
his reputation and that of Annie Besant, as President of the TS, can be found in his
“Resolutions”, reproduced below:
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*1.°I W11 try to think of “the
Master's work first. -

2 I will meke it an absolute rule
not to take offence at all.

3¢ I will strictly mind my own
business, and not criticize. I
- will not listen to or repeat
gossip about others.
4, I widl try to avoid irritabilisy
toigeep calm and peaceful. I wil
ende

avour toc put-aside all personax
thoughts.
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