From Southampton to Bahia and Back Again:
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Thanks to friends in Brazil, who conducted research in different places in England
some years ago on C. W. Leadbeater, we are able to present additional evidence that
suggests the presence of Charles Leadbeater senior and his family in Brazil, between
1858 and 1859.
Reviewing the evidence presented so far:
1. Charles Leadbeater was a bookkeeper to a Railway contractor. The Oxford English
Dictionary defines a bookkeeper as ‘a person whose job is to keep records of the
financial affairs of a business’. The OED define a cashier as ‘a person handling
payments and receipts in a shop, bank, or business’.
2. C. Jinarajadasa’s memo at the Adyar Archives states that the Leadbeater family
travelled to Brazil in 1858 in connection with Charles Leadbeater’s work for the
Bahia and San Francisco Railway Company.
3. Although the above-mentioned Company was formed in London in 1855, the actual
beginning of the construction work took place in Bahia in 1858.
4. Certificates issued by the Public Archive in Bahia, dated 2 February 2007, attest the
arrival of Charles Leadbeater, his wife and one young son on board of the steamship
Tamar 30 May 1858, from Southampton in England, and their departure on board of
the steamship Tyne on 13 June 1859, bound for Southampton. Both Certificates were
issued based on the contents of Passenger Lists of that period.
5. The relevant ship manifest for 30 May 1858 shows that Charles Leadbeater and his
family arrived in the same ship as two engineers also connected with the work of
Bahia and San Francisco Railway Company, namely, both Richard Tiplady and
James Overend.
In the book Royal Mail Line & Nelson Line by Duncan Haws, Croborough, Sussex:
TCL Publications, 1982, we find information about the two vessels mentioned above,
namely, the Tamar and the Tyne, which is presented in the next page.
The Tamar’s itinerary included Southampton, Lisbon, St. Vincent’s, Pernambuco,
Bahia, Rio de Janeiro, Bahia, Pernambuco, St. Vincent’s, Lisbon, Southampton.
The Tyne’s itinerary was Buenos Aires, Montevideo, Rio de Janeiro, Bahia,
Pernambuco, St. Vincent (Cape de Verdes), Lisbon.

The following is the information contained in The Times of London, May 11, 1858. It
says, among other things, that ‘the time allowed from Southampton to Rio is 26 days
6 hours, and home 26 days 5 hours’.

The following was published in The Times of London, July 4, 1859. Among the
names of passengers mentioned is ‘C. Leadbeater’.

We look forward to the next phase of this research and what it may yield. After all,
look at what it has also discovered (year unknown):

