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Ky demr Robert,
Ny first letter in America was written to you, and now ny
“last one shallbe to you also. It must be 2 very hurried one, I fear, as
we have to bte on bomrd our steamer by noon, and I have many things to do
first. 4ll the time I have been thinking how delightful it would have been
if you were coming with us, as you would have been 1f things had gone dif-
forently on that Californian expedition. But I suppose 1t will be all
right somehov. Neantize I do very much want you, dear boy, to make up your
mind once for all that you will not lose any zore chances, btut will work
avay really hard with your mother, so that khem [ return there will be an
enormous improvement to chronicle. As you grow older, you will of course
soe more clearly what the work is, and what your own real inwrests are,so
that you will be less likely to sacrifice the opportunity of a lifetime
for a little temporary gratification. If you will zaxze real efforts to bte-
come what your mother and Mrs. Davis wish you to be, there is still a noble
future botord'on, though of course it will not be so emsy this time as 1t
would have been 1f you had come with me now. Never mind, 1t is no use our
:‘¢rtovm over what is past; we must only make up our minds to do better in
the future. Remember that I shall alvays love you snd often be thinking of
pou, and if you can only learn to be entirely unselfish we may do well yet.
1 shall write to you now and them, snd I hope you will sometimes write to
me. Perhaps, too, affairs might shape themselves so that you could coae
over on a visit to me next spring, and return to America when I come back
in the following sutumn. u:‘ununt good wisbes and muoh love from us
both to you and to Don.
I am over
Your loving friend
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